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Présentation

The term “Utopia” comes from Thomas More’s 1516 

book whose title means “no-where”. By enhancing its 

unrealism, utopian literature has claimed to be innocuous. 

In fact, ever since ancient times, it has served as a vehicle 

for advancing dissenting ideas and radical proposals. 

Travel has often been used as a device to escape from 

the here and now and explore faraway lands, especially 

islands, or bygone eras. As such it allowed the imaginary 

projection of ideal societies.

Objectifs

This course aims to provide the students with a definition 

and typology of utopia as a genre, from its ancient and 

Renaissance models to its contemporary versions often 

verging on its nightmarish opposite, dystopia. Through 

the study of texts in their historical context, the students 

will explore various recurrent utopian dreams such as 

social justice, religious peace, scientific progress, gender 

equality, political freedom, brotherhood and harmony. 

They will also learn how to write the historical analysis of 

a text in English.

Évaluation

Session 1:

Contrôle continu Session 1 : Contrôle continu : un 

commentaire de texte de 2h à mi-parcours (30%), un 

devoir écrit de 2h en fin de semestre (50%), participation 

(préparation des textes, fiches de lecture, prise de parole, 

etc.) (20%).

Contrôle dérogatoire : un devoir écrit de 2h

Session 2 :

1 devoir écrit de 2h

Pré-requis nécessaires

anglais B2/C1-français B2
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Ressources pédagogiques

A range of sources and illustrations from the British 

Library and the Bibliothèque Nationale http://www.bl.uk/

learning/histcitizen/21cc/utopia/utopia.html

https://gallica.bnf.fr/essentiels/parcours-pedagogiques/

utopie
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